
Soldiers Start Festivities  
 
When you walk up to the second 
floor  grandstands in the St. Francis 
Yacht Club you Immediately notice 2 
things. The fantastic view and bowls 
of ear plugs on the chairs. One 
would be led to think that the noise 
from the planned navel gun salute 
would be loud and might  require ear 
plugs.   
 
What the spectators don’t know,  
hidden in the corner parking lot of 
the St. Francis, is the 5th Brigade 
75th Division salute battery. They 
will return a volley round as part of 
the planned event.  
 
The salute volley would signal the 
start of the parade of ships kicking-
off the weekend festivities for San 
Francisco Fleet Week.   

As the lead ship passes the grand- 
stand a low pop is heard and a puff 
of smoke is seen, then suddenly,   
Ka-BOOM! The gun, named 
“Country”, explodes and sends a  
return volley.  
 
Spectators now know what the ear 
plugs are really for.  The loud sound 
jolts some of them and a few     
struggle to put on their ear plugs   
before the next volley.  But no, the 
volley is complete and the parade 
begins.  
 
The moment was exciting but for 
some, far too short and the end 
came too quickly. However, the air 
show followed and the desire for 
more excitement would be easily ful-
filled.   
 

The gun crew consisting of Sgt 1st Class Kathleen Vargas (Lanyard), 
Staff Sgt Crystal Sanchez (Loader), Sgt 1st Class Kendra Anderson 
(Signaler) and Sgt 1st Class Jason Rublaitus (Gun Chief, Off Camera) 
are all members of the 5th Brigade 75th Division.  
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